
I
nspired by the life and memory of Terri 

Brodeur and Norma Logan, the Terri 

Brodeur Breast Cancer Foundation has 

supported breast cancer research for over 

a decade. The foundation’s activities—

including its Walk Across Southeastern 

Connecticut, which recently celebrated its 

milestone 10th anniversary—are led by a 

committed core of volunteers who support 

promising young investigators in New 

England and beyond. 

In 2015, the foundation awarded two 

$100,000 fellowships to Dana-Farber 

researchers Eugen Dhimolea, PhD, and 

Nina Ilic, PhD. Dhimolea will use labo-

ratory models to study the relationship 

between the bone metastatic microenvi-

ronment and the evolution of malignant 

cell populations in relation to resistance to 

antiestrogens, a common post-operative 

treatment for patients with estrogen recep-

tor (ER)-positive breast cancer. Dhimolea’s 

research will help to reveal why breast 

cancer metastatic lesions do not respond 

to treatment.

Ilic is examining mutations to the  

PIK3CA gene, which promotes the growth 

of approximately 30 percent of all breast 

cancer tumors. She will investigate specific 

metabolic vulnerabilities in PIK3CA-mutant 

breast cancers, which she recently discov-

ered, to see if these targets represent new 

opportunities for treatment. 

“We direct 100 percent of the funds we 

raise directly to research,” said Michael 

Morin, PhD, a member of the organiza-

tion’s Scientific Advisory Committee. “For 

many young investigators, this support is 

a lifeline for their career development. As 

NIH funding decreases, it’s important for 

us to step in—we can’t afford to let such 

critical research unravel.” ■
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Dana-Farber’s Eugen Dhimolea, PhD (left) and Nina Ilic, PhD (right) with (from left) 

the foundation’s Patricia Newborg, board secretary and 10th Anniversary Walk Across 

Southeastern Connecticut chair; Sandy Maniscalco, co-founder and interim executive 

director; Howard Brensilver, MD, board vice president; and Mike Morin, PhD, Scientific 

Advisory Committee member.


