
Published on September 29. 2015 7:22AM 

Walk for cancer research nets $3 million 
over 10 years 

By Amanda Hutchinson 

 
 
 

Ten years ago, two friends launched a new breast cancer foundation, one where every 
dollar raised would go directly to research. Today, the Terri Brodeur Breast Cancer 
Foundation and its annual Walk Across Southeastern Connecticut have raised more 
than $3 million and awarded 30 research grants. 

Co-founder Sandy Maniscalco said the idea came after she, fellow cofounder Norma 
Logan and 30 other walkers participated in the Susan G. Komen 3-Day for the Cure in 
2004 and 2005 and raised $200,000 for the organization. Logan decided to look into 
where the money was going and found that 40 percent was going to overhead costs. 
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“One evening in October, three of us were walking … and Norma began telling us the 
story of this research she had done,” Maniscalco said. “‘This is totally unacceptable,’ 
she said. ‘We’re just going to form our own foundation.’ And the next thing that came 
out of her mouth was, ‘It wouldn’t matter if we only raised $30,000, any money that we 
raise, we would direct it to breast cancer research.’” 
Despite her own diagnosis, Logan didn’t want the organization to be named after her 
and instead honored her friend Terri Brodeur, who died in October 2005 after being 
diagnosed with Stage IV breast cancer. 

Michelle Sottile Hoyt, Brodeur’s sister, said Brodeur and Logan were both positive 
throughout treatment and passionate about raising awareness and making an impact. 
Currently, there is no cure for Stage IV breast cancer, and Logan died six months later. 



 

The organization was launched with non-profit status in February 2006, and since then, 
30 $100,000 grants have been awarded to scientists conducting breast cancer 
research. Maniscalco said the review committee tries to target young researchers in the 
northeast in order to help them secure funding in such a competitive field. 

This year, the committee also visited the recipient institutions to meet the researchers 
and see exactly what they are funding, which includes research on immunotherapy and 
brain metastasis. Recipients from 2013 and 2014 also presented at the first ever 
research symposium at Lawrence & Memorial Hospital on Sept. 17. 

 


